Hello friends,

I’d like to invite you all to one of our upcoming Listening Sessions (a part of the
pastoral/strategic planning work at the Diocese, formally titled “Rebuild my
Church”). Fr. Derek Sakowski is heading up this whole process and moving us now
into the next phase — a series of townhall style evenings or afternoons to share
vision with the people of the Diocese and (most importantly in reality and in
intention) to hear from the people of the Diocese what their needs, fears, strengths,
and hopes are. When we started this whole process up a year or so ago, there was
some desire amongst the priests to jump right ahead to “what’s the plan?” It’s a fair
request, and I’m grateful to have witnessed my brother priests and yourselves
allowing it to be tabled. While it takes a lot more work to make something truly
consultative, I’ve been impressed by the slow-and-steady work of sparking and
building momentum rather than skipping gears to the end.

Anyway, we’re shooting for some 40 of these Listening Sessions over the Fall and
getting it started early in the Richland Center Deanery. Our first session will be
right in Viroqua (I imagine Marian Hall) on September 7, at Noon. This will give
folks a chance to get kids home after Mass as needed, grab a quick bite, or come in
from other parishes’ Masses. We want and [ want you to come if you’re a time/
resource/position-invested stakeholder in the parish, if you’re a there-every-
weekend parishioner, if you’re sporadic- or travelling-often parishioner, if you're...
That’s to say I just want you there. The whole goal of this process is to understand
where we are as a People, to have the best sense we can of where the Holy Spirit is
moving and where He is leading His people, and to take into (continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1) clear account how the Lord is inviting us as a Diocese to respond to present and
future needs and opportunities with present and future resources. Scarcity, fear, the deeply-ingrained narrative
of old grievances and wounds — these are all important to notice specifically so we can hand them to the Lord
in freedom. The Holy Spirit is inviting us into a season of curiosity and opportunity here — let’s walk into it
together!

The short version: mark your calendar for September 7, at noon in Viroqua. God bless you all,

Fr. Joe
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Please join us for one of our upcoming Deanery Listening Sessions, part of
the Rebuild My Church initiative. These sessions will be on September 7, at
Noon in Viroqua; on September 10, at 6:30 PM in Keyesville; and on
October 2, at 6:00 PM in Hillsboro. More information to come.
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FALL DINNER: Save the date and mark your calendars, the parish Fall Turkey Dinner is Wednesday,
October 15th.. We will be having our first planning meeting, Thursday, August 21st, at 5:30 PM in Marian
Hall. Anyone interested in helping, please plan to attend.

LIBRARY CORNER A Jonah Day (Perfect in His Sight) written and illustrated by Phil A. Smouse was
published in 1994. This story is ancient, and this book is old. It retells in rhyme the story of Jonah’s ride in a
fish from Jonah’s point of view. I especially enjoyed the humor used to tell this Biblical story that we all grew
up with. What I appreciated even more was that the word “whale” was not used! This story explains that
Jonah was swallowed by a “fish.” The early Greek and Hebrew translations of the Bible also used the word
fish or sea creature. 1 did not know this detail until I was in my 50°s. Most translations of the Bible use the
word fish or sea creature, yet most story books use whale. I know it seems like a little thing, but the fact is
that there is no species of whale capable of swallowing a human! The illustrations (continued on page 4)
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FINANCIAL REPORT MASS INTENTIONS
Week of July 28-Aug. 3, 2025 Saturday, 16 August, 6:30 PM +Kevin McGuire
Offertory: $3,067.50 (Ann Graham)
Total: $3,067.50 Sunday, 17 August, 10:30 AM +Guy Nicks
Needed Weekly: $4,600.00 (Family of Guy Nicks)

Fr. Joe will say intentions while away

ULE7AEESE 2 S PRICE Wednesday, 20 August, +Deceased Friends

THANK YOU! (Biebl Family)
Friday, 22 August, Women of the Parish
(PCCW)
Saturday, 23 August, 6:30 PM +Mike Culek
Ministry Schedule (Patricia Biebl)
Sunday, 24 August, 10:30 AM People of the Annunciation & St.
Sat., Aug. 23, 6:30 PM S Mary’s Parishes
Dcn. Anthony Shay Eucharistic Minister
Mark Brueggen Lector
Sun., Aug. 24, 10:30 AM CHURCH CALENDAR
Dcn. Anthony Shay Eucharistic Minister
Alayna Curti  Altar Server PCCW CIRCLE FOR AUGUST: ST.BRIDGET
Logan Curti  Altar Server Monday - Friday, 11 August-22 August, Fr. Joe away from Parish
Mary Ellen Hatton Lector Monday, 18 August, 1:30-4:00 PM Girls’ Bible Study in the new
If not able to serve as scheduled, please library/meeting room
request a sub through MSP. Thank you!  Tuesday, 19 August, 1:00 PM St. Mary’s Book Club meeting in the
parish library

Tuesday-Wednesday, 19-20 August, Parish Office Closed

Wednesday, 20 August, 10:00 AM-12:30 PM St. Mary’s Quilters in
Marian Hall

Wednesday, 20 August, 5:15 PM Communion Service

I Come one and all to learn about Meeting in Marian Hall

I
! the formation opportunities and H Friday, 22 August, No Mass
[ sacramental preparation for the [ Monday, 25 August, 5:00-6:30 PM Community Meal at Good
I
I
I

| upcoming year on September 14, Shepherd Church

| after the 10:30 AM Mass! Family

U of Faith is in year four of its four
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* Moving Through Grief Together

. Emplify Health by Gundersen Drop-In Grief Support Group
First and third Saturdays of every month

+ Time: 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm

* The sessions are free of charge and advance registration is not required. The group
| promote Bible studies for all ages. . is open to the public (visitor guidelines must be followed). Directions to the Ross
| Keep an eye on bulletin calendars Conference Room are available at the hospital main entrance information desk.

U and send an Email to

» Upcoming 2025 dates:
I stmaryformation@mwt.net if you
7 have any questions.

September 6 & 20 November 2 & 16
October 5 & 19 December 6 & 20
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(continued from page 2) - Pastoral Council Members

look 30 years old, and I e & Kris Brueggen Cathy Poshepny
do not think man \ Phyllis Krause Jenny Leum

y y y
children today would David Hall Dcn. Tony Shay
pick this book up for Dennis Vinger

Our Pastoral Council is here to serve. They help us discern
the needs of our community and the call of the Spirit in our
time. If you wish to speak with a Council member about your

that reason. I read this
picture book to our

grandkids this past concerns., please contact the parish office - 608-637-7711 or
week and no one | stmaryparish@mwt.net.
climbed off the couch
before [ was finished. Yes, I did make a big deal about %\‘\\‘\\\\\\‘\\\\\\‘\K\K\%\*\%
the whale vs fish terminology. x. The contemplative reading group <
Tom Leis, § is gathering on September 21, 2025, §
Parish Librarian § in the parish library to discuss The §
saintmaryparishlibrary@gmail.com § Interior Castle - St. Teresa of Avila §
%, translation by Mirabai Starr. N
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CURTIS LAW ()

. Roger and Joyce Humfeld

S$2676 Haugen Ln.
Westby, W1 54667
608-634-4059 (home)
608-606-0832 (cell)
rihoneyfarm@hotmail.com

Estate Planning, Probate, Trust, and Litigation
608-784-1605; Scott@acrosselaw.com

KAP
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Kickapoo Counseling

110 N. Main Street WESTBY LOCKER & MEATS

The Sal e & Meat S
Westby, WI 54667 Moty plehppesinins

Y 608-634-2365 If you would like to advertise on this 402 N. Main St., Westby, WI 54665
$® info@kickapoo-counseling.com page, please contact 608-637-7711 meatsusa@mwt.net
\ 608-634-4515

A
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Personalized Dental Care ‘0 nited Dan Kiedinger
® For The Entire Family! Country
Viroqua,WI

W
Real Estate

NEW PATIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME

Roth Family

Cremation Center
and Funeral Services

Oakwood Realty LLC

608-606-5344
6372655 dan@oakwoodrealty.com

1225 Favor Drive
Viroqua Let me help you sell your home, farm, or vacant land.

(608) 634-3611

Leeanne Klum, DD.S.

David Hall
Auctioneer - Lic. # 4007-52

Efflnger Equlpment koch@mwt.net 608-632-4194

U [ ]
W —SALES AND SERVICE®
V& osse el Iy | 608-637-7594 | vswryess $3109 Prairie Edge Rd
Complete Line of Outdoor Power Products Westby, WI 54667
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FUNERALS + CREMATIONS - RECEPTIONS

“I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing!” ~ Luke 12:49



