
Annunciation of the B lessed V irgin M ary P arish 

November 19, 2023 

33rd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 
 

Readings are in the hymnal, 

#1188 
 

Eucharist 

Saturdays - 6:30 PM 

Sundays - 10:30 AM 

Wednesdays - 5:15 PM 

Fridays - 8:00 AM 
 

Livestreaming Mass 
www.facebook.com/StMarysCoonValley 

 

Diocese of La Crosse 

Televised Mass on 

Channel 19, Sunday, 9:30 AM 
 

Pastoral Visits: 

Please contact the parish office if 

you or a loved one is in need of a 

pastoral visit. 

 Let us know if you 

would like to be remembered in 

our parishôs public prayers. 
 

Baptism 

Call the parish office for 

information and scheduling. 
 

Confession 

Sat. 5:45 PM, Sun. 9:45 AM, 

Wed. 5:45 PM during Adoration 
 

Rosary: 

The Holy Rosary is prayed 30 

minutes before all Masses 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 

1st Friday each month after Mass 

Benediction at 10 AM; 

Every Wednesday 5:45 PM 
 

Giving: 
Phone app - https://tithe.ly/give_new 

On-line -  

https://diolc.org/annunciation-of-the-

blessed-virgin-mary-parish-viroqua 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Offices & Church: 
OPEN: MTWF- 8 AM-4 PM 

Sat. - 9 AM-7:30 PM 

Sun. - 9 AM-Noon 

Parish Website www.stmaryviroqua.org; Parish Fax (608) 299-3721 

Father Joseph M. Richards, Pastor, (608) 606-9787; Deacon Tony Shay; Diana Hernandez-Torres, Sacristan 

Beth Lakmann, Music & Liturgy Director, bethlakmann@icloud.com; (608) 637-7711 

Fran Campbell, Secretary/Bookkeeper, stmaryparish@mwt.net, (608) 637-7711; Parish Kitchen (608) 637-7878 

400 Congress Avenue, Viroqua, WI 54665 

Hello friends, 

 

After a half-ish year of Ordinary Time, weôre quickly coming back to liturgical 

abnormality ï one of my absolutely favorite things. Skip this paragraph if itôs 

redundant for you, but hereôs a quick recap of how the liturgical year works. Our 

liturgical new year doesnôt start on Easter or Christmas or January 1, but with the 

first weekend of Advent (December 2/3). Advent is a roughly four-week season 

oriented toward identifying those dark places in my own life where I need Christ 

the savior to shine His light, followed by (you guessed it) His light revealing itself, 

breaking into that darkness at Christmas. A few short weeks of Ordinary Time then 

brings us through January to the start of Lent, forty-something days where we 

similarly do the deep work of self-examination ï where am I dominated by sin, 

addictive behavior, woundedness? This season isnôt meant for us to beat ourselves 

up ï it's so we can enter fully into Christôs Passion and Death through Holy 

Thursday and Good Friday (the shortest liturgical season of all). That work leads us 

right into the Resurrection at Easter and the considerably longer Easter Season, then 

another half year of slow, steady growth (marked by the color green) in Ordinary 

Time. 

 

Now letôs shamelessly misquote our old founding father, Ben Franklin. This wise 

guy once whispered a wise word: failing to plan is planning to fail. Advent and 

Lent are both excellent, self-contained, end-oriented seasons to (continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1) take concrete steps (even over-the-top steps, with prudence) in our relationship with 

the Lord. It doesnôt last forever, but itôs long enough to spark a positive change. ñIôm going to pray moreò is 

vague and directionless, but ñIôm going to get to daily Mass twice a week for the next four weeks of Adventò 

is specific and attainable. ñI need to slow down my drinkingò might not lead to a lasting change, but ñIôm 

giving up alcohol for this monthò is measurable and timely, even if it's a tough or jarring change of pace. ñI 

should give more to the churchò will probably stay in the realm of shame-based inadequacy, but ñIôm going to 

give each of my kids a fiver to drop in the collection basket for the next four Sundaysò means youôre taking 

action and educating someone else, too ï double points! 

 

Whatever it is, Advent is a great season to zero in on a place where I want to expand my relationship with the 

Lord ï not to introduce something Iôm going to do every day forever, but a really good short season to try out 

something new. Before we get that far, though, take Ben Franklinôs advice and use the next few weeks to 

make a plan about how youôre going to be a bit extra this Advent. 

 

Of course, if you want to talk any ideas through, feel free to reach out. Until then, God bless you, 

 

Fr. Joe  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library news: Recently team members David Hall and Alex Kararo joined long-time librarian Cathy Lund to 

give our library a needed makeover. The goal is to create a more user-friendly and relevant resource for 

todayôs readers of our parish. If you have ideas, topics, categories or resource needs, please share them with 

the team. Changes may take place gradually, but we are excited for what lies ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Country-Oakwood Realty in Viroqua is hosting the second annual Something For Seniors 

community collection drive through the month of November. Similar to "Toys For Tots", Something For 

Seniors provides Christmas gifts for our seniors living within local assisted living, nursing home, and memory 

care facilities. The collection box in the Atrium gives suggestions for "new" items that can be purchased and 

donated. There is also the option to purchase a gift through Amazon by scanning the QR code. For more 

information, you can visit our website at SomethingForSeniors.Org. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

Week of Nov. 6-12, 2023 

Offertory: $3,807.47 

Loaves & Fishes: $40.00 

Total: $3,847.47 

Needed Weekly: $4,600.00 
 

October E-gifts: $2,876.03 
 

THANK YOU! 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, 18 November, 6:30 PM +William & Corinne Culek 

 (Culek & Kessel Families) 

Sunday, 19 November, 10:30 AM +Carol Cade 

 (Patricia Biebl) 

Wednesday, 22 November, 5:15 PM +Joe Biebl 

 (Jeanette Amundson) 

Friday, 24 November, 8:00 AM +Agnes Thielker 

 (Angie Leis) 

Saturday, 25 November, 6:30 PM +Debra Skildum 

 (Angie Leis) 

Sunday, 26 November, 10:30 AM People of the Annunciation & St. 

Maryôs Parishes 

 

 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR 
PCCW CIRCLE FOR NOVEMBER:  ST. JOSEPH 

Saturday, 18 November, 5:45 PM Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, 19 November, 9:00 AM Confirmation Instruction 

Sunday, 19 November, 10:00 AM Childrenôs Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, 19 November, during 10:30 AM Mass Douglas & Lily 

Glosemeyer Convalidation (reception following Mass) 

Sunday, 19 November, Christmas Pageant Rehearsal following 

10:30 AM Mass 

Tuesday, 21 November, 1:00 PM Parish Library Club in library 

Tuesday, 21 November, 1:30 PM on Setup for Community Dinner 

Wednesday, 22 November, 9:00-11:00 AM Turkey Pickup in 

Marian Hall 

Thursday, 23 November, 7:30-9:30 AM Turkey Delivery in 

Marian Hall 

Thursday, 23 November, 11:00 AM-1:00 PM Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner in Marian Hall 

Friday, 24 November, Parish Office Closed in observation of 

Thanksgiving 

Sunday, 26 November, 9:15 AM Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, 26 November, during 10:30 AM Mass Alicia Harger 

Peralta First Communion (family celebration lunch following 

Mass in Marian Hall) 

Sunday, 26 November, Christmas Pageant Rehearsal following 

10:30 AM Mass 

 

 

Ministry Schedule 
 

Sat., Nov. 18, 6:30 PM 

  Dcn. Anthony Shay  Eucharistic Minister 

  Lane Fisher Altar Server 

   Will Fisher Altar Server 

  Paul OôRourke Lector 
 

Sun., Nov. 19, 10:30 AM 
  Dcn. Anthony Shay  Eucharistic Minister 

  Alexis Scoville Altar Server 

  Sasha Scoville Altar Server 

  Royce Scoville Altar Server 

  Stephen Lambert  Lector 
 

If not able to serve as scheduled, please 

request a sub through MSP. Thank you! 

CRAFTERS, ITôS TIME! The 

Coon Valley Craft Show is on 

December 2nd from 8-2. If you 

are donating crafts for our PCCW 

tables, please bring your 

donations to church no later than 

November 26th. You may 

suggest a price, or we can price it 

for you. Any items that do not 

sell will be kept for future PCCW 

events or returned to the donor, if 

specified. If you can help staff 

the table, please call Cathy Lund 

at 608-637-7109 or Joyce 

Humfeld at 608-606-0873. 
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ñBlessed are all who fear the Lord, and walk in his ways!ò ~ Psalm 128:1 

 Pastoral Council Members 

Kris Brueggen  kbrueggen01@gmail.com 

Phyllis Krause  phylliskrause63@gmail.com 

Parker Moore  parkerm53@gmail.com 

Pat Peterson  peterson.pata@gmail.com 

Cathy Poshepny cposhepny@gmail.com 

Dcn. Tony Shay ashay@diolclergy.org 

Dennis Vinger  dennis.vinger@gmail.com 

 
 

Our Pastoral Council is here to serve. They help 

us discern the needs of our community and the 

call of the Spirit in our time. Please feel free to 

contact them with your concerns. 

 

LAW OFFICES OF 

HOPKINS & HOPKINS, LLP 

George A. Hopkins 

Stephanie M. Hopkins 

 

608-637-6710 

 

Members of St. Mary Parish 

ST. MARYôS ANNUAL CRAFT SHOW ~ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2023 ~ Come join the fun and find 

that one of a kind gift for the Holiday Season from several local vendors and crafters. Open from 8:00 AM-

2:00 PM at the Coon Valley Village Hall, 108 Roosevelt St. Concessions available throughout the show. 

Free admission! Visit our website: www.stmarycv.org/craft-show or contact Nancy Peters at 608-790-6034 

Peters@mwt.net 


